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<¢ Uud non agitas? ut-fanctam filius omnt 
‘¢ Adfpiciat fine labe domum, vitioque carentem? 
- “ Gratum eft, quod patria civem, populoque dedifti, 
6 Si facis, ut patria fit idoneus, utilis agris, 
$¢ Utilis et bellorum, et pacis rebus agendis: 
“© Plurimum enim intereft, quibus artibus, et quibus bunc tu 
'  Moribus inftituas——” Juvenac, Sat. 14. 


~*¢ Reform thy family ;~one fon-at home 

' ¢ Concerns thee-more than many guefts to come. © 
*¢ If to fome ufeful art he be not bred, 

- « He grows mere Jumber, and is worfe than dead. 
“ For-what we learn in youth, to that alone 
‘“Jn age we are by fecond-nature prone.” 


DryDeEn’s Tranflation. 


N the education of youth many diflertations have been writ- 
ten, and the labours of many a life almoft totally expended. 


I may, perhaps, be excufed for offering fomething more on a fub- 


je& which is in itfelf. fo interefting, that it cannot be too minutely 


inveftigated, or too frequently difcuffed, 








O Cuftom 
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Cuftom feems to have made a tutor a neceffary addition of live 
ftock-in the famity of every nobleman, who in his ewn great 
swifdom, or at the inftigation of his wife, thinks proper to educate 
his Iulus at home, ‘This wiftrudtor 4s wfually chofen from one of 
our Univerfities, after a fufficient number of pointed enquiries 
coriterning his attainments, his morality, and his religious prin- 
ciples, have been made. He is introduced at a time when the 
young gentleman has arrived at fuch a ftate of maturity as to be 
able to continue at his ftudies every day for three-quarters of an 
hour, by “ Shrewfbury clock;” or, what is much the fame, by 
his Mama’s watch. He probably enters the houfe of his. noble 
patron with a pleafing confufion of ideas, by which he is one 
while reminded of the tafk he has undertaken, and at another 
flattered with the hopes of future advancement. After a few 
years of probation, he haa the fatisfa®ion to diftover, that. Mrs. 
Abigail’s heart.is in danger 5 ‘and that the rapidity of his pupil’s 
progrefs has made him completely ‘mafter of his * propria qua 
+ maribus.” He is ‘now one of the family; and that léarning, 
that morality, that religion; which had ftood the teft of fcrupu- 
lous: enquiry, have at length qualified him to fay grace’ at the 
butler’s table, to carry the game-bag while his pupil {hoots, and 
liften to the groffneds of his generous patron, when. he. is difpofed 
--to be. witty on the Parfon, - 


“< Nulla enepido vacat? nujquam pons: et tegetis pars 
‘6 Dimidid brevier 2” _ Juvenar. 
To buy a dinner, is the wretch too poor? 


~ Why let him ftarve, or beg from ddor to door. 


“No fyftem of education, however, is complete, of which. rek- 
gion is not the ground-work, : It is therefore right that your fon 


. fhould 
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fhould proceed as early as poflible to attain a competent know- 
ledge of his religious duties; and this, 1 think, may be accom- 
plithed without the perpetual incumbrance of a domeftic pedant. 
Let the youth begin, not in the hackneyed method of hammering 
through the ten commandments in the vulgar tongue, and @ 
regular attendance upon what the forms of the world have beer 
pleafed to denominate divine worfhip, but on a far more extenfive 
and liberal fcheme. Let his elementary ftudies (if reading be 
fortunately admitted into the plan of his education) be fuch as 
may ftir up in him that fpirit of free enquiry which difdains tq 
be fatisfied with traditional truths, or to indulge credulity where 
there is room for fcepticifm. To this he will be eafily excited by 
an early perufal of thofe miracles of human fcience, the works of 
Tindal, Toland, Hobbes, and Bolingbroke. But fhould it be ob- 
jected, that thefe philofophers are now out of all date and fafhion, 
let him turn to that burning and fhining light, that infar omnium 
of theologifts who is now amongft us, giving many an eleétrical 
fhock to common fenfe, and commuting principles by a chemical 
procefs. An hearty follower of fuch a preceptor as [ have here 
ventured to recommend, will find a fet of principles regulated 
for every day of the week. On Sundays he will find himfelf a Jew, 
to avoid the fatigue and folemnity of a fabbath; he will be a . 
Catholic on a feftival, and indulge himfelf by the ordinance of 

his religion; and, for the convenience of holiday-making with- 
out interruption, he will ail the reft of the year be a Proteftant 
by profeffion, with the principles and the practice of an Infidel. 
Such is the peculiar good tendency of my propofed plan, that the 
young man who follows it will find his ideas arranged, his 
judgment almoft infenfibly ripened, and Chriftianity exhibited to 
him in its proper colours, a {tumbling-block to genius, and an: 
invafion of our rights as free agents. If, however, after all his 
good reading, and all the good advice you may have been able 
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to beftow upon him, your fon fhould have arrived ‘at the age of 
nineteen, with fo little tafte or capacity for liberal improvement 
as not to have been confirmed in atheifm, depend upon it he is 
animpenetrable dunce ;— make him a parfon, therefore, or put 
“him to fome low trade, But we will hope better things; and 
having duly arranged his religious principles, little care now 
remains about his morality; for the one naturally gives a caft to 
the other. The fcholar of fuch mafters as I have mentioned will 
entertain a proper veneration for the fyftem of morality, which 
may be extraéted from the works of Hume, V oltaire, Chefterfreld, 
and Roufeau. But the grand‘points to which the attention of the 
parents ought more particularly to be direéted, is the reducing to 
a fyftem that chaos of polite accomplifhments for which we have 
unfortunately no name, but which our neighbours, the great 
matters of them, call the petites morales. To attempt a definition 
of them would be to tell which way the wind will blow to-morrow, 
by looking at the weather-cock to-day; and he who can enu- 
merate them, may begin with’confidence to number the Jands on 
the fea-foore. ‘That he may imbibe an early veneration for thefe 
perfections, it might not be amifs for the youth to have ever at 
his fide fome one of thofe faithful and accomplifhed Mentors, 
who, having made their efcapes from the land of their nati- 
wity, feck the patronage of friends on this fide the water, and 
gratefully propagate in return their French manners, French 
faith, French politics, French drefi, and morbi Gallici of every 
degree. 


At the birth of Alexander the Great, King Philip wrote the 
following letter to Ariftotle. “+ Know that a fon is now born to 
«sme: great thanks, therefore, do I return to the Gods; yet not fo 
“6 much on account of bis birth do I thank them, as becaufe be came 
<¢ into the world in the time of Arifotle: for I hope, that being formed 


“6 and 
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“and educated under him, my fom.will prove worthy of me and of my 
“4 fuccefiian to.my throne.” | 


This -is, I think, no improper model for thatikind of epiftle 
which any nobleman, who fthould be difpofed ta follow my advice, 
might addrefs to Monsreve -Tirroe:on the birth of a fon. My 
friend ‘Tiptoe isa man whom] dare vertture to recommend 
without any fearof his difgracing me. He is a complete mafter 
of our language, a found moraliit, and has drawn out an excel- 
lent, and a new fyftem of education, His religion, to prevent 
confufion, is the religion of his employers. “Of this gentleman's 
morality I have met with many fpecimens. ‘* Drunkenne/s,” fays 
he, ‘* before it becomes an habit, ought certainly to be checked. lam 
‘* not, however, fo illiberal as to fuppofe, that youth ought to be 
“‘ debarred from all indulgences; but he who addiéis bimfelf to 
“ drinking, cannot have a foare of the other vices, for it plays the 
“ very devil with the conftitution, and unfits a man for every thing. 
“© To call this. miftaken accomplifomeut .a vice, is perbaps a term 
“s harfber than it deferves. It is rather a gentle incalefcence, by means 
- & of which, the nobility, gentry, and athers, in their exemplary bumi- 
- 6 Tity, condefcend to level themfelves with. the beafis that perifo.” 


His plan of education is at leaft-as good as his morality.— 
“ Leave the clafiics,” adds he, ‘* to be toiled through by thofe who 
~ «6 depend upon them for their bread. gentleman flands in no need 
“¢ of their fupport. He can join in a converfation by the help of bis 
‘“s French phrafe-book. He can correfpond with bis friends by reference 
“ to the Complete Letler- writer ; and be can pick up a lady’s fan by a 
- moderate attention to the lectures of bis pofure-mafer.”” ‘This 
ingenious pedagogue moreover affures me, that he has frequently 
feen, particularly in this deplorable country, a promifing lad, 


before he has been whipt throvgh his gue genus, though he came 


I from 
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- from. his mother with his head up and his toes out, by continually 
lolling over his book, contraé fuch an habit. of ftooping and 
- flouching, that he difgraced himfelf, and made his family afhamed 
of him. “To all this I can add, for:the fatisfaction of that noble- 
-man who purpofes to place his fon. under the care of Mr. -Tiptoe, . 
that the pupil will not difgrace his tutor, or any of his relations ; 
that he will in all. probability turn out his toes, and prove: as 
upright a man as any of his family, — *. worthy .of bis father, and 
. & of fuccefion to bis titles!” 
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